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of it, but with a detailed drill for each move-
ment and calling for certain human qualities.
And here a diversion will be justifiable in order
to show what the stern reality of sledging entails.
The technique of sledging is more intricate
than that of any other form of travel.    The
equipment is of a highly specialised order, and
everything, from the tent to the snow-glasses,
is the result of years of experience and long
hours   of  careful   thought   and   trial.   The
efficiency of every item is of supreme import-
ance, since the penalty for an error leading to
the breakdown of any article on a journey
may be death by cold and hunger.   So every
detail must be scrupulously examined before
starting out, and every eventuality guarded
against.   Nothing is too trivial for the gravest
consideration,  for in  sledging  all  the  little
things  count.   A misfitting garment or the
loss of a primus pricker might make just all
the difference between success and disaster.
Under these conditions there is no room for
anything but neatness,  neatness  of thought
and neatness of execution.    Sledging calls for
particular qualities that do not necessarily show
to great advantage in ordinary life, and tidi-
ness and forethought are just as important as
unfailing cheerfulness in the face of adversity.
An untidy person is not only a nuisance but a
very real danger.
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